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and thereafter tie Nipponese position on the island deteriorated.
The last organized resistance was crushed early in February, '43,
leaving only fugitives to be hunted down in the jungle.

Back in North Africa the Axis, thanks largely to the existence of
organized air bases on near-by Sicily, won the race for eastern
Tunisia, although by a narrow margin. The English and Ameri-
cans succeeded in holding western Tunisia, but in front of Tunis
and Bizerte they were somewhat pushed back. German and Italian
troops established themselves in the bare, rocky hills bordering the
eastern Tunisian coastal plain on the west, and there kept up a
series of local attacks. Eisenhower refused to be hurried into a pre-
mature general offensive before he was ready. The technical correct-
ness of this decision is said to have been acknowledged by certain
Gennan officers then visiting neutral countries, who saw in precipi-
tate action on his part their best chance to defeat him. His land
communications were poor. The once excellent roads had fallen out
of repair since *39, while the scanty railroad lines and rolling stock
had also deteriorated. About Christmas time he might have moved
in the southern sector Bad not the winter rain turned every Tuni-
sian valley into a bottomless quagmire. Americans who had experi-
enced the sticky "gumbo" mud of Texas compared North African
mud to it

Meanwhile, Rommel was retreating westward across Tripolitania
along the single coastal road, unharassed by any British attempt to
land in his rear. Montgomery was content to follow steadily, occu-
pying Tripoli itself late in January but not approaching the Mareth
Line, the prewar French fortifications in southeastern Tunisia, until
about March 1. This perhaps unavoidable delay gave Rommel a
brief opportunity to add some weight to the Axis side of the seesaw
of local attacks between the Axis troops in Tunisia and the English
and Americans to the west of them. Late in February an unusually
successful Gennan stroke in the south defeated certain American
units and allowed the Germans to reach the Kasserine Pass. For a
moment it seemed as if the whole United Nations position north-
ward to the Mediterranean might be turned, but by this time the
English and American air and ground strength to the west was for*
midable enough to make the Gennan commander pause, all the
more as Montgomery, with the veterans of the Eighth British
Army, was now approaching the Mareth Line. Rommel therefore